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Inthel898,IchisukeFukuhalaatwentyyeamIdfhlmeTlivingmHiroshimaPにfbctul己lefl
whathebadtoseekwhathewamed:abexterlifb・ＡｓｉｔｔｕｍｅｄｏｕＬｄｍＵｆｅｗａｓｏｎａｃｏｌＫｉｎｅｎｔ

ｗｈ罪hehadyettosetfbot・HealTivedinPortlandPI℃gonunabletospeakalickofEnglishHe

didn，thaveajobwaitingfbrhhnuponhisalTivaLnoTmuchmoney・Butwhathedidhavewas
dedicationandoptimismTheUcfbに,therialsandtribuIationsheencountereddidnotdiminishhis
hopestobecomesuccessfhlintheLandofopportunity、Fastfbrwaldto2002,whenafblmh
genemtionJapaneseAmencanalTivedinJapantowmkasanALTwithabsolutelynoknowledgeof
theJapaneseIanguage
●●⑤

hisheIcwhe｢ethesimiIaritiesbetweenmyg｢eatg｢andfather,salldmyjoumeyendandthe

difYblencesbegin

Befb妃IcametoJapalLIdidnotgivemuchthoughttowhatexactlymygreatgJandfhthe「

hadtoendu｢ｅａｓａｎｉｍｍｉｇｌａｎｔＳｕ｢e,IhadheaTdthestoriesplentyoftimes､ｂｕｔｌｎｅｖｅ「fi｣lIy
under5toodhisexpenencesmtheirtIuecontextAfterall，ｉｔｉｓｏｎｅｔｈｉｎｇｔｏｈｅａｒｉＬａｎｄｙｅｔａ
ｃｏｍpIeteIydiflb雁ntthingtoactuallyliveitSo,afterlivinginafb1℃ig1countlymyself:Ihave

discoveI巳danewfbundappICciationfb「myglcatgmndfather・Attimes,Ihavehadtoovercome

difYicuhieswhilelivinginJapanHowever,theproblemsthatlhavehadtodealwitharepetty
comparedtowhatmygeatgrandfhthe｢fhcedAsaresulLmyexpenencesinJapanhavebeena

definingmomentinunde｢standingthosethatcamebefbreme,mostnotablymygreatgrandfblher・

The1℃asonsthatpuuedmygI巳atgrandfhtherandmetoalb｢e画countIyandtheeventsthat

fbllowedaleasjuxtaposedasbIackandwhiteMy91℃algnndfa1her,sjoumeytoAmericawasout
ofnecessity,adecisionthatwasbasedsoIelyoneconomicreasonsAflerendulinganexhausting

seavoyage,hefbundhimselfinacountlywhelchecouldnotconveythesimplestofthoughtsandhe

knewnotasinglesoullntheeyesofmygreatgrandfather,theonlydifTbにncebetweenSealtleand
themoonwasthatSeattlehadjobopportunities・Imaginenotbeingabletoshareyourfbams､your

stoneSoryourproblems、OntopofthaLinitiallybehadnosourceofincomelnacountIywith

vayfbwAsiansatthetimahestoodoutlikeacompIantinafieldofcottonYeLaseasyasit

wouldhavebeentojustgiveintodespairandlosebope,hepushedondespitetheobstaclestｈａｔ

ｐにsentedthemselvesWithadeterminedmindseLbemanagedtorideouttheebbsandflowsof

livinganewUfbinanewcounlry・Eventhoughbemaynothaveaccomplishedwhathehadsetout

toachievehnancialIy,whathedidaccomplishispriceIess

Personally,１．ecidedtocometoJapanbecauselthoughtitwouldbeanexcitingadventu尼

Needlesstosay,ithasbeeneverythingIhadimagjnedandmolclnsteadofaweek-Iongtlek

acmsschoppywatemsBIalTivedatNalitaAiTportafteTwhatlthoughtwasatediouselevenhourflight

andwasgJCetedbypeoplemEngIishlnadditiolLIhadajobandapaltmentwaitingfbrmein

SanoCitylnitiaIly,Icouldn,tcommunicateinJapanese,butitdidnotposeaproblembecause

manyJapanesepeopIeunderstandEnglishMylifeinJapanwasaneasytlansitionduetothe

abundanceofgoodwillthatlreceivedbythepeoplelcameacrossThissuppoItne[workpmved

tobeessemialwhenadaptingtoIifbinJapanAllinalI,instalkcontrastwithmygCalgrandfhth“
myeXpenencesweにlikeastmUmtheparkonaSundayafteｍｏｏｎ

ｌａｍｅｘt1℃ｍｅｌｙｇｒａｔｅｆｉｌｌｔｏｈａｖｅｃｏｍｅｔｏｔｈｉｓｎewoutlookNow，Ihaveagreater

appreciationfbrtheactionsthatmygEatgandfhthertookasweuasmycuITentlifeinJapan
WhiIemygreatg｢andfhthermaynothavemadeitbiginlifも,theTcisnodoubtthatheactedinways

thatmadehimIalgeTthanlifbAndthaLinessencejsthebiggestdiflbrencebetweenus
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