Silence is Golden

RIS HEH PR Lori Vose

When you sit down to read the newspaper in the morning, do you read it aloud ? I
suspect not. Why then are students asked to read aloud from their textbooks in
English class ? People do not usually read aloud in their native language; therefore,
students should not be asked to read aloud in a second language. It is difficult to
concentrate on speaking and reading at the same time.

This example shows how the skills students have developed to read Japanese are
not being used to read English. Students need to be taught how to transfer good
reading skills from Japanese to English.

Preparation is one way to help students transfer these skills. Prepare them for what
they are going to read before they read it. Decide in what way the topic is interesting

to them. Think of a way to present it on their level.

For example:
—ask students to read the title and predict the topic of the passage
—use pictures
—bring real objects into the classroom

—discuss in Japanese what the students know about the topic

The goal is to get the students ready to read the English passage by eliciting and
establishing the information they already know about it in Japanese. They do this
automatically when reading Japanese, but they need to be reminded of this step when
reading English.

Guidance is another way to help students transfer good reading skills. Give them a

reason to read the text before they read it. Tell them why they are reading and what

information they should look for.

For example:

—give the students a few questions about the most important information in the
passage, and tell them to find only the answers to these questions

—ask the students to read for only the main idea
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