EACH AND EVERY STUDENT
Beth M. Myers

At last! I've found it! The key to successful English lessons in the Japanese
classroom ! It's a very simple rule that we can follow to improve almost
any class, regardless of English level, discipline or shyness problems, and other
troublesome factors. But I'm sorry, now that I've got your attention you're
going to have to read a bit more of this essay before I tell you what it
is.

On February 10 of this year, Monbusho formally announced a new course
of study which will focus increasingly on educating the individual. According
to my sources, as this new focus is implemented over the next few years,
teachers will have greater freedom to plan coursework according to their students’
needs and capabilities.

If this were Heaven, when the Monbusho gods issued this new proclamation
they would also say “By the way, to help you to more effectively educate
the individual we will cut class size by half, and provide a variety of interesting
teaching materials. We will also make each day 34 hours long, to give you
more time to create exciting lessons for your students.”

Unfortunately, we're down here on earth, so those things are probably not
going to happen. But there is a simple and effective way to carry out the
new goals and create more exciting lessons. That simple method is to establish
this motto : .

'IN EVERY LESSON, EACH AND EVERY STUDENT
MUST USE SPOKEN ENGLISH IN A COMMUNICATIVE
WAY AT LEAST ONCE.

By “in a communicative way,” [ mean that each student must produce
an utterance which communicates real meaning to his or her partner. This
does not include choral repitition or rote production of dialogue segments.
It does include simple answers to real —life questions or individual adaptations
of target dialogues. The students themselves can determine the level of difficulty
at which they choose to participate, provided they follow the basic rules of
the activity.

Next, I will outline five basic types of activities in which all students

are required to participate in a communicative, or at least pseudo — communicative
way. These activities are adaptable in many different ways.
' In order to show that it is easy to adapt these basic activities to the
material in the text, I will provide examples. The following pages show how
each of the five activities can be used in relation to the New Crown text
for first, second, and third years.
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I know that sometimes activities which work well for some classes
don’t work well for others. I chose these 5 basic activities (particularly QM,
FtP, and I) because they have worked well in many different classes with
many different teachers. If you would like more information about any of
the activities, please contact me. I can tell you which teachers in Ashikaga
have made particularly effective and creative use of each of the activities.
Also, if you have other ideas for encouraging every student to use communicative
English, please tell me!I'm happy to play the role of “idea carrier” from
school to school

Until I see you again, I hope you have exciting, productive classes, and

pleasant dreams of 34 — hour days!





